was bom in Dumfries on 9 March 1899. He was educated at the Dumfries Academy, a school of high standing, and finished his schooldays as Dux (head boy) of the modern side. War service (1917)(1918)(1919) with the Cameron Highlanders in France followed (his regimental kilt long remained a treasured possession)..On demobilization he entered the University of Glasgow and there in 1924 he disconcerted the authorities by not only obtaining the M.A. and the medical qualifications of the M.B. and Ch.B (Commended), but also the B.Sc. in pure science; this achievement involved the complication of two examinations at the same time, which was solved by spending half the time in one and half the time in the other examination. His student career was marked by the vice-presidency of the Glasgow Medico-Chirurgical Society and the award ofthe Cullen medal for materia medica and the Hunter medals for midwifery and clinical surgery.
1945, a dock area that suffered the full force of the blitz.
Underwood's earliest publications with which I am acquainted are concerned with tuberculosis and date from 1931, when he was at Rotherham. The most important was a textbook, A manual of tuberculosis, written for nurses, but largely rewritten for the third edition (1945) At the time of his appointment the Wellcome Library was being prepared for opening to readers for the first time. The years before had been spent in classifying the thousands of books bought by Sir Henry Wellcome. The Museum galleries likewise were being set up for the first time since their removal from Wigmore Street in 1930. The plans for the Library went steadily ahead, but for the Museum it was otherwise. Part of the space originally allocated by Sir Henry for the use of the Museum had already been taken over temporarily by the Wellcome Foundation after the headquarters at Snowhill had been destroyed by bombs. Then in 1947-8 the whole of the space occupied by the Museum was required. Strenuous efforts by Underwood prevented the Museum material being put into store indefinitely and led to the taking of a house in Portman Square, to which he moved with the Museum. Space there was too limited for a permanent exhibition illustrating the history of medicine, and so temporary exhibitions were mounted under Underwood's guidance -Prehistoric Medicine, Medicine of the Aboriginal Peoples of the Commonwealth, Edward Jenner, Medicine in 1850 -to mention some of the subjects chosen. Exhibitions were also staged in the entrance hall of the Wellcome Building, which included commemoration of the Centenary of the birth of Sir Henry Wellcome, and the Centenary of the birth of Paul Ehrlich. For all these material was drawn from the resources of the Library and Museum, and allowed detailed work to be done on important parts of the Museum collections. Underwood wrote descriptive catalogues for a number of these exhibitions. In the mid-fifties the Museum returned to very limited space in the Wellcome Building. The policy of temporary exhibitions was continued, while plans were drawn up for the time when further space would become available -which in the event only materialized after Underwood's retirement in 1964.
The years from 1946 onward established Underwood as a medical historian of international repute. Every hour from 10 a.m. to 2 or 3 a.m. the next morning that could be spared from administration etc. was devoted to editing the work of others or to his own writing and lectures. Works edited by him included the new series of publications of the Wellcome Historical Medical Museum beginning in 1946. He was a meticulous editor and spent many hours ensuring that any work for which he was in any way responsible met his own high standard of accuracy and layout, sometimes to the aggravation of the author at the delay in publication.
Some of Underwood's notable achievements must be mentioned briefly. In Science, medicine and history, a collection of ninety essays written by scholars from all over the world in honour of Charles Singer, Underwood set a new standard for such a work both in conception and achievement (a facsimile edition appeared in 1975). In 1928 Charles Singer had published A short history of medicine and had made minor alterations in successive printings, but recognizing that extensive revision was required, asked his son-in-law, Dr. Underwood, to do this. The result, Singer and Underwood, A short history of medicine (1962) Underwood wrote masterly short biographies of scientists and medical men for Chambers encyclopedia, the Encyclopedia Britannica, and the Biographical dictionary of scientists. Numerous papers on various subjects, reviews of books, and obituary notices by him appeared in journals of the history of medicine and science in this country and abroad. The obituaries are a sad reminder of his many friends, eminent historians of science and medicine, who had predeceased him. His interest in the history of science is indicated by the fact that he was a founder-member of the British Society for the History of Science and President from 1957 to 1962. It was largely due to his energy that The British Journalfor the History ofScience was born in 1962. Also he was an honorary lecturer in the Department of the History and Philosophy of Science, University College London; a member of the University Board of Studies and an examiner for those subjects, 1947-1977; and One of the things that will be most remembered by all who knew him was Underwood's concern for the welfare and contentment of his staff. No day passed Obituaries without his enquiring from those who worked for and with him whether all was well, and this referred not merely to Museum business but also more especially to the personal circumstances of each one. This concern for people was coupled with a deep knowledge, love and reverence for books. He himself had a notable library. Perhaps less well known were his love of music and of mountains. His last mountain adventure was the ascent of the Gran Sasso d'Italia, the highest mountain in Italy south of the Alps on a day snatched between a congress at Aquila and meetings in Rome. The climb of nearly 6,0O0ft. was achieved and the art of "scree-skiing" learnt at the age of sixtyfive. An interesting account appeared in the Alpine Journal (1964) .
A tragedy of the final years was gradually failing eyesight, the frustration of no longer being able to work in libraries to complete projects on which he had already done much work: the second volume of the history of the Society of Apothecaries; the history of urology; a work relating to the manuscripts and letters of Edward Jenner. Illness -a severe attack of shingles, a pathological condition of the oesophagus, and later pneumonia -led to a progressive deterioration of his sight, so that reading and writing gradually became impossible. His very active mind was imprisoned. Music on radio and records, the company of his two much beloved dogs, an elderly dachshund and an amiable, amusing mongrel, were his solace during the day while his wife, Nancy, daughter of Charles Singer, was teaching. He much enjoyed the occasional visits of old friends and of his two daughters and two grandchildren. He died at his home at Walton-on-Thames on 6 March 1980, only three days before his 81st birthday.
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